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The first Kids Cave rolled out last 
year in Spencer, Iowa. It was a 
resounding success with over 

500 kids utilizing the Kids Cave. This 
year, the organizers at least doubled the 
number of activity stations, workshops 
(5), kids demos (3), and how-to seminars 
(2). A short list included archery, BB 
gun, fishing, building birdhouses, 
building catchpoles, building cable 
extensions, making a simple survival 
kit, and catching and viewing bugs 
through a stereoscope. Seminars taught 
kids how to use DPs for raccoon and 
how to use #110 and #11/2 traps to catch 
muskrats. Kids made buttons, necklaces, 
and used a wide variety of animal track 
stamps and stencils as well. There was 
a shooting laser range, a mountain man 
dress-up, and a practice trap setting 
station. Several matching games using 
furs, skulls, pictures, and tracks rounded 
out some of the educational aspects of 
the Cave.

The Kids Cave gave out hundreds of 
prizes and lots of cash utilizing a coin 
scramble every day. Kids, sorted into 

various age groups, had a shot at prizes 
and cash buried in straw. It was fun for 
everyone (especially the observers) and 
then the kids got to go shopping for 
prizes with tokens and buttons they had 
found. Kids left the Kids Cave with bags 
of stuff they made and lots of traps and 
other prizes. You may have seen folks 
(usually parents) wandering around 
the fairground with catchpoles and 
birdhouses? Kids Cave.

Kids use a punchcard for the 
various activities and events. The card 
is turned in as they leave, entering them 
into various drawings. This year, the 
drawings included two fur teddy bears, 
two packbaskets filled with traps and 
trapping related gear, and tanned fur 
(coyote and badger with the claws on).

An additional goal was to make the 
Kids Cave self-sustaining, if possible, 
through grants and donations. Were 
the NTA to have had to pay outright 
for the entire 2022 Kids Cave, the cost 
would have been well over $25,000. A 
substantial grant from the Ohio Division 
of Wildlife paid for pretty much all the 
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It’s a straw scramble!

Winner of a raccoon pelt at the Kids 
Cave takes a break.
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infrastructure the Kids Cave will need to 
move forward in future years. Additional 
costs were covered by various donors 
that included individuals, vendors, and 
state affiliates. It was a close call, but 
all costs were covered this year by the 
above sources.

The Lima Kids Cave was a huge 
hit.  All results have yet to be completely 
tabulated as of this writing, but there 
were 642 tickets given out. Last year 
saw numbers of kids attending more 
than one day, but this year many came 
for all THREE days. I asked about 30 
kids on Saturday how many days they 
attended and 18 out of the 30 said two 
days or more. Extrapolate that out a bit 
and it would appear that we had over 
1,000 kids at some point or other over 
the three days of the convention. Girls 
made up almost 30% of the attendees 
(almost 40% last year). 

I have yet to have time to tabulate 
ages of attendees yet, but last year 
the median age of boys was 9 and the 
median age of girls was about 91/2. I saw 
nothing this year that would change that 
a whole lot. Last year we had a three year 
old make a sifter, this year we had a two-
year-old make a catchpole (he did have a 
substantial amount of help). Clearly, any 
thoughts that particular activities might 
only interest certain age ranges is out the 
window.

With additional kids also came 
additional adults (best guess is 350-
400 over three days). These adults get 
to see their kids and grandkids have a 
blast doing outdoor related activities 
– much of it trapping related. They 
certainly came away with a warm and 
fuzzy feeling toward trappers, which is 
also part of the Kids Cave goals. Parents 
vote. It doesn’t hurt if they have had a 
positive experience regarding trapping, 
does it?

One note: because everything is 
hands-on with the kids (most often one on 
one), it takes almost as many volunteers 
to operate the Kids Cave as it does to 
operate the rest of the convention. That 
takes a lot of resources, often pulling 
from the host affiliate. This year the 
Ohio State Trappers Association really 
stepped up. OSTA members sometimes 
accounted for over a third of the 40-50 
volunteers needed in the Kids Cave each 
day this year.

We have already started on next year 
in Escanaba. If we stay with the same 
basic size, we’ll need about 10,000 square 
feet of lockable space under roof. That 
may be a bit challenging at Escanaba, 
but the NTA and the U.P. Trappers 
Association are dedicated to making it 
all work out. We have started exploring 
funding sources as well as beginning to 
line up activities, workshops, demos, 
and seminars. Escanaba is a particularly 
outdoor-friendly venue, so the hope is 
we can draw quite a few kids into the 
Kids Cave in 2023. 

On yeah, we’ve also started on 2024 
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, as well.

Looks like the NTA Kids Cave will 
be a part of the NTA convention for 
years to come. I’ve had the privilege to 
be the coordinator for this event. I have 
been pretty heavily involved at a number 
of state and national conventions, and 
in many ways, this is an easy one to 
organize. Everyone wants to be a part of 
it. Everyone involved believes in the Kids 
Cave. One of the greatest compliments I 
have gotten regarding this event is that I 
have yet to hear a complaint. How often 
does that happen?

We’ll keep you posted as the 2023 
Kids Cave comes together. Don’t be 
terribly surprised if I contact you asking 
for help. Please take a look at page 58 in 
this issue. You’ll see most of the folks 
who donated prizes or money. Take a 
good look at how diverse a group this 
is. Please, if you have an opportunity, 
patronize their business and thank every 
one of them for their support. It took all 
of them to pull this off this. I don’t see 

Convention loot – much of it from 
Kids Cave.

Zac Gidney giving a trapping demo to 
a watchful audience.

that changing in the future.
See you next year in Michigan. •
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Special Thanks to our NTA Kids Cave 
Donors, Sponsors, and Volunteers 

As one might expect, it takes a huge commitment from a huge variety of sponsors, donors and volunteers 
to pull off something of this magnitude. The logos contained on this page represent those companies and 

organizations who donated money or product to assure that this year’s Kids Cave would be a success. Should 
you have the opportunity, we at the NTA Kids Cave would appreciate your patronage to these entities. These 
are tough times for the fur industry and our future depends on getting kids out of the house and into the field. 
The folks listed below are doing their part to see that the next generation falls in love with the great outdoors. 
Along with all our volunteers, we cannot thank them enough.           – Kent Weil, Kids Cave Coordinator
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